THE SULTAN'S SUBJECTS
know and pity them only as the victims of
revolting massacres, but others, who have had
opportunities of seeing them in a different light,
say that the pity very properly excited by their
terrible sufferings has so far misled public
opinion in Europe as to endow them with
virtues that they do not possess. Yet were they
even worse than their critics declare, no excuse
is to be found for the brutal butchery that has
decimated whole districts and annihilated
villages. Physical cowardice is perhaps their
strangest attribute, though even here it is
necessary to distinguish between the effeminate
Armenians of the cities and the hill Armenians,
who, particularly in Russia, are exceedingly
brave. It was as impossible to estimate their
want of courage in the old days, when they had
to go unarmed, as the bravery of the Kurds,
who could use their revolvers on helpless
victims. Yet even now that they can carry
arms with the best, they show a curious reluct-
ance to defend themselves, and the writer heard
of one case in which, after fourteen of these
unfortunate people had been shot down in a loft
by a single Turkish soldier, who stood on a
ladder and fired through an open window, it was
found that their bodies were lying across loaded
rifles ! This sounds incredible, but it was given
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